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MASTERING APPOSITIVES

What is an appositive, and what are some
famous appositive examples? Such questions
can overwhelm you if you are learning English.
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1. Which of the following is an example of an appositive phrase?
James, the new teacher, teaches mathematics to Grades 3 and 4.
A. James

B. the new teacher

C. teaches mathematics

D. to Grades 3 and 4

Answer: B. the new teacher

2. Which of the following is an example of a restrictive appositive?
A. My friend Alice, a talented musician, will perform at the concert.
B. The building, which is made of glass, is very modern.

C. My sister's dog, a golden retriever, loves to play fetch.

D. The scientist James Watson discovered the structure of DNA.

Answer: D. The scientist James Watson discovered the structure of DNA.

3. Which of the following is an example of an essential appositive?

A. The city of Paris, a popular tourist destination, is known for its beautiful architecture.

B. My sister's dog, a golden retriever, loves to play fetch.

C. The scientist James Watson, who discovered the structure of DNA, won the Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine.

D. My friend Alice, a talented musician, will perform at the concert.

Answer: C. The scientist James Watson, who discovered the structure of DNA, won the Nobel Prize in

Physiology or Medicine.

4. Which of the following best defines an appositive in grammar?

A. A type of verb used in passive voice sentences.

B. A type of punctuation used to separate two independent clauses.

C. A phrase that renames or identifies another noun or pronoun in a sentence.
D. A type of adverb used to modify a verb.

Answer: C. A phrase that renames or identifies another noun or pronoun in a sentence.

5. What is the main difference between essential and nonessential appositives?

A. Commas set off essential appositives, while nonessential appositives are not.

B. Essential appositives are necessary for the sentence's meaning, while nonessential appositives are optional.
C. Essential appositives only rename proper nouns, while nonessential appositives only rename common nouns.
D. Essential appositives always come before the noun or pronoun they rename, while nonessential appositives
always come after.

Answer: B. Essential appositives are necessary for the sentence's meaning, while nonessential appositives are

optional.
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6. Identify the appositive in the sentence: "My best friend, a talented artist, painted a beautiful portrait for me."
A. My best friend

B. a talented artist

C. painted

D. a beautiful portrait for me
Answer: B. a talented artist

7. Which of the following sentences has a non-restrictive appositive?

A. The president's daughter Malia is a talented athlete.

B. My dog, a playful golden retriever, loves to go for walks.

C. The famous scientist Marie Curie was the first woman to win a Nobel Prize.

D. My favourite book, To Kill a Mockingbird, is a classic American novel.
Answer: B. My dog, a playful golden retriever, loves to go for walks.

8. Choose the sentence with the restrictive appositive from the following sentences.
A. My favourite fruit, a juicy peach, is in season.

B. The teacher's pet, a brown tabby cat, often visits the classroom.

C. The actor James Dean starred in Rebel Without a Cause.

D. The city of Paris, known as the City of Light, is a popular tourist destination.
Answer: C. The actor James Dean starred in Rebel Without a Cause.

9. Choose the sentence with the appositive from the given sentences.
A. The dog chased the ball.

B. That book is mine.

C. My hometown, New Delhi, has many historical monuments.

D. She walked down the street to the store.

Answer: C. My hometown, New Delhi, has many historical monuments
10. Is a noun clause the same as an appositive?

A. Yes, they are identical grammatical structures.

B. No, a noun clause functions differently from an appositive.

C. It depends on the context in which they are used.

D. Both A. and B.are partially correct.

Answer: B. No, a noun clause functions differently from an appositive.
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